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Attorney Rick Fried addressed the press
yesterday about the firing of hisclient

Evan Dobelle from hisjob as UH
president.

Dobelle’ s attorney
demands answers

Rick Fried threatensto sue
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If UH regentsdo not say why
the president wasfired

By Craig Gima
cgima@starbulletin.com

The attorney for Evan Dobelle said yesterday they still do not know
why the former University of Hawaii president was fired "for cause”
on June 15.

Lawyer Rick Fried held a news
conference yesterday without his @ i dh
client present. Dobelle had been i
scheduled to be there, but Fried said = "

that because they do not know why T e

Dobelle was fired, there was no .. EESmTSImEnEET
reason for him to show up. S el

Fried said he wrote the university last | e
week seeking audiotapes of the June SR el guede
2 regents meeting where Dobelle's ,

eval uation was discussed, and of 1 g
other closed-door meetings of the B i Ml e .
board.

- CEEDEmmrEn

He also requested the final Deloitte
& Touche auditor's report of Dobelle's protocol fund. The auditor's
report was one of the factors in the regents decision to fire Dobelle.

Fried said he needs the records to decide whether to file alawsuit
and what kind of lawsuit to file.

If he does not get the records soon, Fried said, hewill go to court to
get them.

"I think there's been plenty of time. The Board of Regents made that
decision on June 15. Presumably they had areason," Fried said.

All legal options are open, he said, including breach of contract
and/or adefamation lawsuit against the regents and the university.
The regents could aso be sued asindividuals, Fried said.

Because Dobelleis a public figure, he would have to prove that the
regents acted with malice when they fired him to collect damages
for the loss of hisreputation in a defamation lawsuit.

Fried acknowledged that is a high standard, but, he said, Dobelle's
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contract also has a high standard of proof to deny him $2.26 million
severance payment by firing him "for cause.”

According to Dobell€'s contract, he can only be fired for cause if his
conduct constitutes moral turpitude, brings public disrespect upon
the university or constitutes grounds for criminal conviction or civil
liability.

"What's defamation of character is the way this thing was handled.
He has contacts all over the country who are wondering what in the
world went wrong with President Dobelle out here in Hawaii. He's
had a flawless reputation, and now what -- they came out and said
there was cause for firing him," Fried said. "It's hard to un-ring the
bell."

Fried met with the regents' attorney Barry Marr yesterday afternoon.

He described it as an "informational session” and said Marr is
meeting with the regents next week before deciding what documents
to release.

Regents are scheduled to meet with Marr behind closed doors
Tuesday morning.

The public notice said the executive-session meeting is to "consult
with legal counseal on questions and issues pertaining to the Board's
powers, duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities arising from
the evaluation and termination of Evan S. Dobelle."

Board Chairwoman Patricia Lee said the regents need their lawyers
OK before releasing the reason for Dobell€'s firing.

She said Dobell€e's firing was announced publicly before he had
been told about it because an Office of Information Practices lega
opinion requires them to announce decisions made in executive
Session.

Dobelle was formally notified of hisfiring in aletter dated June 16
and signed by all 10 regents. The letter was postmarked Tuesday
and sent to his College Hill home.

The letter informs him that his appointment as president has been
terminated effective July 23 and that he will be allowed to stay at
College Hill until Sept. 21.

"President Dobelle's main interest and concern has been and
continues to be the well-being of the university and its students, and
hopefully that's the interest of everybody involved in this whole
matter," Fried said. "But that doesn't give the Board of Regents the
excuse to trample his rights under his contract, under its own rules
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and under general due-process guidelines.”

N
. Wy Linperess.

]
T, Tiyromn W Bmaler

(ra—

s o K. Kmile
M Chovies K K
Do Waliar Husitis
M Alvis A Tomsis
. i B Tt

ol Bl 4, Vi

Hackoms Hill 29
lmmadda. Hsad | SSEIT
Tet (300 FH-A20R

Pl (WO HE-A 158

i sl
iyt Baiite A Firmatrrer

University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents
June 16, 2004

Dr. Evan 5. Dobelle, President
Unéversity of Hawal'l

2444 Dole Streat, Room 202
Honokilu, Hawali 96822

Dear President Dobella:

Subject Hatice of Termination

This letier constitutes formal notice of termination of your appointrmant as
President and your appoéntment agreemend effective July 23, 2004,

“ou wil be permBled to remain at Colepe Hill until September 21, 2004.

\__ ity Laga

Vice Chairperson

Tilondhe SsC YT

#Byron W. Bender L~ James JC. Haynes Il

il (D kit .

Trenl K. Kakuda “Chares K_ Kawakami
b Aoilora b
Hflder a_ d—

Walar Munokawa FAban A, Tanaka

A A PR
Jane B. Tatibowed Myron A

A letter from the University of Hawaii Board of Regents
displays all the members signatures approving the dismissal of

President Evan Dobelle.
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